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SUMMARY 


^1 . (C)  The  Charge  spoke  with  Acting  Foreign  Minister  Tariq 
Mitri  twice  May  8 to  urge  him  to  ask  the  Lebanese  Mission  to 
the  UN  to  propose  a public  session  at  the  May  8 UNSC  briefing 
on  UNSCR  1559.  Mitri  said  at  1330  local  time  that  he  and 
Prime  Minister  Siniora  had  "no  objection"  in  principle  to  a 
public  session,  but  needed  some  clarifications.  End  Summary. 


"OK,  But  Where  Will  This  Lead?" 


1[2 . (C)  The  Charge  first  spoke  with  Acting  FM  Mitri  at  1130 
local  time  to  urge  that  the  scheduled  1000  May  8 UNSCR  1559 
briefing  be  made  an  open  session.  Such  a request  would  need 
to  come  from  the  Lebanese  Mission  at  the  UN,  she  suggested. 
Mitri  said  that  he  would  need  to  consult  with  Prime  Minister 
Siniora.  Mitri  telephoned  Charge  at  1330  to  report  that  he 
had  just  finished  a long  consultation  with  PM  Siniora. 

Charge  spoke  of  an  open  session's  merits,  including  drawing 
international  attention  to  Lebanon's  continuing  tensions, 
which  were  provoked  by  Hizballah's  escalation.  Mitri 
responded  that  he  and  Siniora  remained  leery  (Ref  A),  citing 
concern  for  potential  Israeli,  Syrian,  and  Iranian 
interventions.  The  Charge  responded  that,  in  light  of  the 
fact  that  protests  continue  in  Beirut  and  that  most 
international  flights  into  Beirut  remained  suspended  for  a 
second  day,  the  world  needed  to  hear  the  truth  about 
conditions  on  the  ground  in  Lebanon.  Strike  now  while  the 
iron  is  hot,  advised  the  Charge,  and  while  there  is  growing 
international  concern  for  the  legitimate  Siniora  government's 
challenge  from  an  increasingly  bold  Hizballah. 

1L3 . (C)  Mitri  said  that  he  and  PM  Siniora  had  "no  objection" 
to  the  public  session,  but  asked,  "Where  will  this  lead? 

What  would  the  orientation  of  this  public  session  be?"  The 
Charge  emphasized  to  need  for  a decision  by  the  GOL  to  be 
transmitted  to  New  York  by  the  opening  of  business  on  May  8. 

1[4 . (C)  Mitri  said  he  was  hesitant  to  wake  up  the  Lebanese 

Ambassador  to  the  UN,  Nawaf  Salam,  so  early  in  the  day.  The 


Charge  mentioned  that  she  had  already  had  two  conversations 
about  Lebanon  with  NEA  A/S  Welch  that  morning.  Eastern 
Standard  Time.  Accepting  that  this  is  a crucial  day  for 
Lebanon  at  the  UNSC,  Mitri  agreed  to  wake  up  Salam  in  order 
to  begin  consultations  as  soon  as  possible  with  U.S. 
Ambassador  to  the  UN  Khalilzad. 

J.5 . (C)  The  Charge  concluded  the  call  by  informing  Mitri  that 

Ambassador  Khalilzad 's  points  for  the  UNSCR  1559  briefing 
would  include  strong  language  in  support  of  Lebanon.  These 
points  would  emphasize  that  the  current  troubles  are  the 
result  of  severe  provocation  by  Hizballah  and  the  opposition. 
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